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Qing Dynasty Confucian Scholar Wei Yuan’s Idea of
Character as Proposed in Mo-Gu, and its Implications
for College Students

Wen-Shu Huang*

Abstract

The great Confucian scholar Wei-Yuan released one of his masterpieces
( Mo-Gu ) during the year of Dao-Xian in the Qing Dynasty. This
masterpiece presents the formation of his ideas about the ideal character.
Theoretically, this research was based on the “heart” as the core of moral
conduct and self-cultivation. It was value-oriented by managing strength,
advantage, and ame through ““virtue.” ““Humanity”” and ““sense of honor”
were closely related to one another in meaning. His research method also
involved theoretical discourse in relation to “self-examination” and
“frugality.”” At the same time, this research engaged in exposure and critique
of greedy, shameless, apathetic and shallow people, as well as hypocrites. In
Mr. Wei’s opinion, the rise and fall of a country is determined by the quality
of its personnel rather than the amount in the public treasury, with the
standard for evaluating personnel being the degree to which they possess
“both integrity and capability.” Wei’s thoughts about character may have
inspired people in at least three ways when it comes to college students today.
First of all, this research emphasized the importance of ““nourishing the heart™
to inspire students to control their feelings. Next, it revealed the core values
of cultivation of the mind and the body to guide students and teach them how
to cultivate character. Thirdly, this research advocated principles of
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self-discipline and self-education to guide students and teach them how to
form an image. It is hoped that these points of view may be of value in
highlighting the cultivation of the character of college students in
contemporary society and nurturing soft power, and thus be of benefit to
contemporary society.
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